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AFRICA CLIMATE JUSTICE GROUP 

 

Francophone Climate Justice Gathering: Reflect! Resist! Rise! 
May 18 – 20, 2021 

 

SUMMARY NOTE 
 

 

Francophone civil society movements and allied organizations across 13 countries in North, West and 

Central Africa met in Abidjan, Cote d’ Ivoire from 18 to 20 May 2021 as the first of a series of sub-

regional gatherings hosted by the Africa Climate Justice Group (AFCJ). The AFCJ is an emerging platform 

that is helping to strengthen the progressive climate justice movement in Africa. The local host was 

Jeunes Volontaires pour l’Environnement (JVE), a group committed to supporting climate justice 

struggles. The event took place in the context of deepening interconnected crises impacting on 

Francophone Africa, including the climate and ecological crisis, the COVID-19 pandemic/health crisis, 

poverty and inequality crisis, debt crisis, political crisis and much more. The event sought to engage 

participants around these issues, to build solidarities, and to strengthen progressive action.   

A Summit convened in Paris, France by President Emmanuel Macron to deal with the global economic 

crisis due to the COVID-19 pandemic coincided with the opening of the event and constituted a basis 

for analysing the challenges at the origin of the already existing climate crisis.  In a show of solidarity, 

most participants condemned the debt that impacts the continent, criticized the development models 

of our States based on neo-liberal policies, and denounced the regime of predation and extractivism 

that is ongoing and exacerbated by the COVID pandemic.  It was recognized and agreed by all 
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participants that it is the system of capitalism and its twin sister’s patriarchy, racism and neo-

colonialism that impacts the energy, food and land and water sectors on the continent. 

The Francophone meeting on climate justice in Abidjan was a space for information sharing, popular 

education, and construction of knowledge from below. A field visit to a fisher community was also held 

to offer participants the chance to observe the impacts of the climate and ecological crisis. These 

important moments of exchange (in a physical way), which had almost disappeared since the period 

of confinement due to the pandemic, was recognised as necessary for collective learning and the 

building of connections of solidarity amongst the many struggles for climate justice in the sub-region. 

Africa, as discussed, is facing several crises. Regarding energy, we are witnessing new explorations and 

exploitation of gas and oil reserves (as well 

as coal) across Francophone Africa, which is 

causing harm to communities, their 

livelihoods, and their environment.  Other 

dirty energy projects such as big dams are 

also being aggressively promoted by our 

governments together with corporates and 

are causing more harm. 

Security challenges are growing and the 

repression of activists to defend their lands 

and livelihoods are compounding risk. The 

crisis in the food system caused by the agro-

industrial industry and its quest for profit are also destroying the foundations of life of African people. 

The convergence of the climate crisis and the increase in food imports, for example, is leading Africa 

into disaster. Unless steps are taken to establish local food systems and remove the growing 

dependence on imports of cereals and other staple foods, Africa will experience multiple and more 

severe aftershocks than the food crisis of 2007-2008, which led to food riots across the continent. 

African governments and donors have wasted the last decade implementing failed policies and 

programmes that aimed to support agribusinesses, when they did little to effectively oppose 

companies that get rid of their food surpluses and to instead support peasant farmers. This has led to 

increased global greenhouse gas emissions and destruction of biodiversity and the increase in poverty. 

Now, climate justice movements and African food producers must join forces to eliminate dependence 

on food imports and achieve food sovereignty on the continent to address the climate crisis. The state 

of affairs is alarming but as a response from states and public policies, it is the rise of private interests 

and the promotion of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs). 

Instead of paying more attention to communities that are victims of extractivism and the debt crisis, 

the International Financial Institutions are developing even more efficient mechanisms to maximize 

their profits and increase debt to our countries and people.  

The false capitalist solutions proposed by these actors such as REDD+, Grand Barrage, OGM, 

geoengineering, clean coal, Climate Smart Agriculture, etc. are therefore to be banned and rejected in 

the fight for climate justice on the continent. The construction of climate justice for Africa is therefore 

clearly to be established around the issue of sovereignty. 

We need unity amongst people to build alternatives such as food and energy sovereignty, and for 

communities like fisherfolks and peasant farmers to be in struggle and resistance together against 

these false solutions and, and to carry the fight for climate justice. 
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The Francophone climate justice ‘group’ concluded the 3-day session by committing to share their 

struggles and analysis using various communication platforms and to monitor the implementation of 

destructive projects that some solidarity in resistance can be built around.  

 


