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WoMin 2nd Annual Feminist School 

Accra, Ghana 7 – 14 June 2017 

 

“Developing our African eco-feminist craft; Strengthening the tools of our resistance.” 

 

The aim of the 2nd Annual Feminist School is to make visible the exploitation of women and nature. We will 

do this by looking at the way our economies and political systems (like our governments, the courts, political 

party based democracy etc.) are set up and run to ensure that corporations and the rich outside and inside 

our countries benefit from our natural resources like land, forests, minerals and water. We will also bring a 

perspective that looks at how our families, communities and our economy are structured to undermine, 

marginalise and exploit women.  

 

The School is designed with the following six commitments in mind: 

 

1. Together, starting with our own knowledge and experiences, we will build understanding in a 

space of safety and care.  

We will deepen our analysis about the politics of patriarchy (male power) and capitalism (an economic 

system based on the maximum exploitation of natural resources and labour of workers, peasants and 

women) building on OUR experience and knowledge. An acknowledgement and respect for this knowledge is 

a key principle of the School. The School offers a place to make visible what we know, deepen and critically 

engage this knowing through collective analysis. 

 

The deepening of our knowledge will occur through reflection and discussion, critical reading, teaching 

(inputs from resource people), storytelling (HerStories) and case studies from our respective communities 

and countries. Together we will make the link from our community stories and cases to the larger economic, 

political and social systems of exploitation. 

 

Our school will work hard to create a safe space for us to learn as individuals and at a collective level. 

Learning is about growth. Growth is about change. Learning and growth is not always comfortable or easy to 

achieve. Think back to your days at school or a time when you learnt a lot. School is meant to challenge us 

but it is also about having fun, making new relationships and learning and seeing things differently. 

 

We do not all learn in the same way. So it is important to be patient, listen carefully to others, lead and be 

led, and to be open to new people and ways of doing things. Some people learn through feeling and a self-

knowing, others through seeing and observing, others through doing, and others by being exposed to new 

ideas and concepts. As feminists we need to ensure that all learning forms are respected. At the same time, 

it is important to be challenged to move beyond what is often comfortable and familiar. 
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2. Show how violence and increased insecurity is linked to the extractives industry. 

At the school we will unpack what institutions and governments mean when they talk about peace, security 

and violence. We will look at how this compares with how we experience peace, security and violence in our 

lives and communities. We want to understand what it is that threatens our safety and prevents us from 

feeling free and secure. We will use a human security lens. This is about putting people, particularly women 

at the centre of the discussion of security instead of focusing on the security of the state, its borders and 

resources.  

 

We will look at the realities we face on a daily basis and confront how this is shaped by largely invisible 

systems, institutions and power structures in our lives. We do not always see how systems and power 

relations are at play in our homes and communities. 

 

Extraction is more than an economic system. It is supported by many institutions and power relations that 

are related. We want to make direct connections between extraction (as a way of taking from women, 

workers and nature) and supporting systems. We will look closely at what we have previously accepted as 

normal and begin to understand why. Together we will connect how the economic, political, social, cultural 

and religious institutions affect every corner our lives. 

 

3. Develop an analysis of how capitalism and patriarchy destroy nature and woman.  

These two systems of power have been the driving forces behind the destruction caused by extraction and 

mining. We show that political and economic structures determine who has the power and if and how, this 

has changed over time, as well as how, it affects men and women differently. For instance, during 

colonialism, people were violently forced off their lands and out of their homes. Colonial states (France, 

Britain, Belgium etc.) have destroyed and looted the natural environment of many African nations and there 

is a strong argument that Africa is owed for this. After colonialism, control by outside institutions and 

corporations continued through the Bretton Woods Institutions (World Bank, International Monetary Fund, 

World Trade Organisation) by exercising power over African countries through policies and programmes in 

exchange for the money lent to them. The conditions attached to the loans resulted in African countries 

falling deeper and deeper into debt, making it close to impossible for Africans to follow their own idea of 

development. The Bretton Woods policies promoted an idea of development where exploiting natural 

resources will grow the economy, specifically through using its mineral resources. It comes with ideas of 

what it means to be productive, efficient and shapes how we see the relationship between nature and 

society. This can be seen in the political, economic and legal policies. 

 

The school also seeks to, 

 

4. Make the connections between how society sees women and nature.  

We will be looking at capitalist and patriarchal institutions and power relations through out the School, and 

over the last few days we will tie it all together. We will try to understand and ask: if and why our great 

grandmother, grandmother, mother and daughters live/lived very different lives to us. We will ask if the 

work that women do has changed over time and in different places? And, if so, is any of this work paid? We 

will show how capitalism survives on the unpaid work of women and on cheap labour. Capitalism depends 

on using labour that it doesn’t pay enough for or doesn’t pay at all for. It also depends on the destruction of 

life (human and non-human). Capitalism and patriarchy work together to make it seem acceptable and 

normal that we are not all equal. It makes it seem normal that only certain people (from the ‘right’ class, 
‘right’ race or ‘right’ gender) deserve to live a good life. We will question for ourselves where these ideas 

come from, who they benefit and if it is possible to change them.   
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5. Making space for our alternatives to come to the fore and gaining our confidence to live a good 

life differently.  

As mentioned above, mining and extractives are accepted as the way to develop and grow Africa. It seems 

difficult to put forward a different point of view. If we do, it is considered ridiculous and unrealistic. Many 

people do not want to hear about the destruction of extraction on communities, women in particular as well 

as nature (the air, soil, water, ocean and forests around the mines). Saying no to more mining or asking what 

we are mining for, is seen as delusional, anti modern, anti development, anti progress, anti jobs etc.  

 

People are sometimes willing to consider some changes to the way the mining is done. But these changes do 

not always address the root problem. Even if you change some things (like increasing tax, getting consent 

from communities) – mining cannot exist without destroying our ecosystems and nature, exploitation and 

without the unpaid work that women do. If we insist that there is no alternative to mining then are we 

saying we accept the costs that mine-affected communities carry, we are saying the women who say no to 

mining in their community, their voice and experience do not matter? Are we saying that some women can 

speak for all women? How do we create women and people centred society that is not based on violence, 

destruction, exploitation and greed? 

 

Our school wants to critically ask is mining the only path development? Is what we experience in our 

communities truly development? Can mining be anything but destructive and profit-driven? If so, what could 

a different model look like? Who would drive this? Who would stand to lose from the current mining-for-

profit model? And who would stand to gain? 

 

6. Conscious Wellness: a bodied (emotional, physical and intellectual) alternative to destruction. 

Another core thread that we intend to weave throughout the School is conscious wellbeing, creativity and 

harmony. Extractive environments take away natural resources but also take from the people living and 

working within them. They take their energy and their heath. Many of the women who are within work 

extremely hard and face severe stress on an ongoing basis. 

 

Conscious wellbeing is a process of choosing activities that give back and restore the mind, the body and the 

spirit. We understand wellbeing as an approach to health that recognises that health is much more than 

being free of disease. It is about feeling whole and connected. 

 

It is unusual and challenging to the norm when black women say they have a right to take care of 

themselves. The economic and political systems do not encourage this. These systems often force women to 

put other people’s concerns before their own. Taking and taking from women. We think it is very important 

for women to nurture themselves and to create ways to connect with themselves and each other. It is a vital 

part of building a society which honours and respects women and their time and labour. That is why it is not 

just an add–on but a central and core part of the School programme. 

 

There is no life without breath. Across the continents, oceans and mountains it is understood universally as a 

common life force. 

 

We will breathe together, use our imaginations to see a different reality, find statements to express the type 

of reality we want and move our bodies in connection with our breath. All of these activities will give us tools 

to catch our breath, start different conversations with our bodies and tap into our inner reserves. 

 


